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Agenda

 Climate Pollution Reduction Plan Project Overview

 Project Team

 Definition of the Worcester, MA-CT Metro Area, & MRPG Region

 Climate Pollution vs. Air Pollution Overview

 Impact of Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) on Our Communities

 Overview of Air Pollution Emissions by 6 Major Sectors

 Next Steps for Tonight’s Hybrid Workshop



Climate Pollution Reduction Plan Project Overview

 Funded through the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) & 
administered through the US Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA)

No local match requirement!

 Goal: Develop short & long-term plans to 
reduce climate pollution across the Worcester, MA -
Eastern CT region 



Project Team
 Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission 

(CMRPC) is leading the planning process

 Project Team

 Montachusett Regional Planning Commission (MRPC) & 
the Northeastern Connecticut Council of Governments 
(NECCOG)

 Steering Committee

 Technical Advisory Committee

 Modelling and GHG Emissions Analysis Consultant



Definition of 

Worcester, MA-

CT Metro Area

Worcester County, MA

Windham County, CT





Air Pollution vs. Climate 

Pollution



Climate Pollution vs. Air Pollution

Air pollution:

 Contamination of the 
indoor or outdoor 
environment by 
any chemical, physical 
or biological agent that 
modifies the natural 
characteristics of 
the atmosphere (World 
Health Organization)

Pictured: Smog in Shanghai, China 

(National Geographic)



Environmental Justice Issue

Example Case Study:

Joe's Junkyard Fire, Spencer, MA

• Tire fire in Spencer in 1986 at an old 

junkyard

o Toxic smoke, fumes, ash

o Contaminated soil and groundwater, 

threatening drinking water

 

• Located near a 55 years+ community

• Health effects:

o High blood pressure

o Brain, kidney and reproductive health 

issues



Climate pollution:

 Adding large amounts of 
greenhouse gases (GHGs)
into the Earth's 
atmosphere, resulting in 
direct impacts to earth's 
climate (i.e. warming)

 Not all air pollutants have a 
warming effect like GHGs 
do

Climate Pollution vs. Air Pollution

Source: EPA



What are 

Greenhouse Gases?

 GHGs: gases that trap heat in 
earth’s atmosphere

 Carbon dioxide (CO2) (most 
abundant)

 Methane (CH4) (most potent)

 Nitrous oxide (N2O) (longest 
lasting)

 Humans are emitting GHGs into 
the atmosphere through 
combustion of fossil fuels

Source: University of Michigan Fact 

Sheet https://css.umich.edu/publications/factsheets/climate-

change/climate-change-science-and-impacts-factsheet

https://css.umich.edu/publications/factsheets/climate-change/climate-change-science-and-impacts-factsheet
https://css.umich.edu/publications/factsheets/climate-change/climate-change-science-and-impacts-factsheet


How 
does this 
Impact us?



Leominster, MA 9/11/24:

Catastrophic Flood Event
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Reducing Greenhouse 

Gas Pollution by Sector



Six Main Air Polluting Sectors

1) Transportation

2) Electricity

3) Industry

4) Commercial and 

Residential Buildings

5) Waste Management

6) Agriculture/Natural 

    and Working Lands



Group Discussion!

 Tell us your priorities for each major climate 

polluting sector

Please feel free to be imaginative!

Municipalities will be eligible to apply for funds 

from a federal pool of $4.6 billion















Tell us your climate pollution 

reduction priorities!
 Sector-specific ranking activity

 In-person workshop attendees:

 Fill out voting cards for each of the six major 
climate polluting sectors & drop voting card 
into sector-specific box

 Online workshop attendees:

 Click the link in this meeting’s chat to take 
our survey!

 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCSGB7G

 Overall sector investments activity

 In-person workshop attendees:

 Use two red tickets to indicate which two 
major climate polluting sectors you would 
prioritize as the focus for future investments 

 Online workshop attendees:

 Answer the final question of the Sector-
specific ranking survey provided earlier!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCSGB7G 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/QCSGB7G


Tell us your priority 

climate pollution 

reduction actions!

 In-person attendees:

 Use your smartphone or internet enabled device 
to scan the QR code on the left or navigate to 
the web address to take the survey online. Or…

 Fill out the paper copy of the survey now! Or…

 Take a paper copy of the survey or survey flier 
to complete the online or print survey at home

 Online attendees:

 Access the survey flier in the MRPC-CPRG 
Workshop DropBox. Or…

 Scan the QR code with your smartphone camera 
or click the link in the chat!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F6GGWLY 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/F6GGWLY


Thank you for 

attending!

 Please stay in-touch with the Greater 

Worcester Area’s Climate Pollution 

Reduction Grant process through the 

CMRPC’s CPRG project website:

https://www.cmrpc-cprg.com/

https://www.cmrpc-cprg.com/ 

https://www.cmrpc-cprg.com/
https://www.cmrpc-cprg.com/


Supplemental 

Sources
 US Envi Protection Agency, CPRG 

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-
pollution-reduction-grants

 US Envi Protection Agency, GHG Overview 
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-
gases

 NOAA, Climate.gov https://www.climate.gov/news-
features/climate-qa/how-will-global-warming-harm-human-
health-and-well-being

 Westborough Climate Action Plan, 2021 
https://www.town.westborough.ma.us/sites/g/files/vyhlif517
6/f/uploads/westborough_2021_climate_action_plan_draft_03
-02-2021.pdf

Images:

https://www.wbjournal.com/article/following-growing-demand-in-central-
mass-canton-construction-company-expands-with-Worcester

https://www.placer.ca.gov/8071/What-is-extreme-heat

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-
grants

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/climate-pollution-reduction-grants
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://www.epa.gov/ghgemissions/overview-greenhouse-gases
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/climate-qa/how-will-global-warming-harm-human-health-and-well-being
https://www.climate.gov/news-features/climate-qa/how-will-global-warming-harm-human-health-and-well-being
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