MONTACHUSETT METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MMPO)
MINUTES OF APRIL 10, 2013
Clinton Bench called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

I. INTRODUCTION
Clinton Bench, MassDOT; Noreen Piazza, Subregion 4, Lancaster; Victor Koivumaki, MRPC, Lancaster; Laurie Scarbrough, MassDOT District 2; Bonnie Mahoney, MART; Paula Bertram, Lunenburg, Subregion 3; Arthur Frost, MassDOT District 3; Phil Duffy, Clinton; Heather Hannon, MassDOT; Sarah Bradbury, MassDOT; Dick O’Brien, MRTC; David Maher, Ayer; Pauline Hamel, Ayer; Heather Hannon, MassDOT

STAFF PRESENT 
Brian Doherty, George Snow, Sheri Bean, George Kahale, Stephanie Brow, Brad Harris
II. APPROVAL OF MARCH 13, 2013 MINUTES

N. Piazza made a motion to approve the minutes of March 13, 2013.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.






III. MONTACHUSETT FFY2013-2016 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)
- PROPOSED AMENDMENT
B. Harris reviewed the proposed FFY2013-2016 TIP Amendment. Mr. Harris stated that staff received noticed from MassDOT regarding cost changes to the three bridge projects in the area. Mr. Harris indicated that due to revised cost estimates to three (3) bridge projects in the FFY2013 Highway Element of the TIP, an Amendment is required.  Based upon guidelines established by the MPO for the TIP, cases where the cost change is typically greater than 10% are considered significant and therefore rise to the threshold of a required amendment.  The three bridge projects and the cost changes are as follows:
	MassDOT Project ID ▼
	MassDOT                                                                                                              Project Description▼
	Funding Source ▼
	Current Programmed                Funds ▼
	Revised Amended                     Funds ▼
	Additional                                                                        Information ▼                                 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	603514
	LEOMINSTER- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, L-08-014, WHITNEY STREET OVER THE MONOOSNOC BROOK
	BR-On
	 $2,430,800 
	$3,901,629 
	STATUS: TO BE ADVERTISED 4th QTR

	604515
	ROYALSTON- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, R-12-006, NORTH FITZWILLIAM ROAD OVER LAWRENCE BROOK
	BR-Off
	 $1,168,400 
	$1,393,664 
	STATUS: TO BE ADVERTISED 4th QTR

	604492
	ROYALSTON- BRIDGE REPLACEMENT, R-12-001, STOCKWELL ROAD OVER LAWRENCE BROOK
	BR-Off
	 $920,301 
	 $562,106 
	STATUS: TO BE ADVERTISED 4th QTR


The group discussed the amendment to the TIP and also the timing of the next meetings.  It was the wish of the MPO to leave the comment period for 30 days and then to discuss both the full FFY2014-2017 TIP and the amendment for the FFY2013-2016 TIP at the June MPO meeting.


- MPO APPROVAL TO RELEASE FOR PUBLIC COMMENT




The group discussed releasing the document for public comment.  
V. Koivumaki made a motion to release the draft Amendment for a 30 day public review and comment period to run from Tuesday April 16th until the close of business on Wednesday May 15th.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  
IV. MONTACHUSETT FFY2014-2017 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)


B. Harris presented a handout that showed all of the projects for the FFY2014-2017 TIP as well as their ranking based on the new TEC scoring, as well as what their former ranking was with the earlier TEC scoring mechanism.  There are some discrepancies in the ranking between the two scoring mechanisms however; Mr. Harris indicated that this was expected because the new scoring system includes more detailed questions and more clearly defined individual’s scores which could lead to an overall change in the total score as well.

The group then reviewed some examples of the scoring discrepancies as well as the fund prioritized listing based upon the new TEC.  
S. Bradbury indicated that when going back to the total target figures, the CMAQ figure has increased since the last TIP which will be taken into consideration when projects are being programmed.

Discussion continued regarding the change in CMAQ funding and TE funding.  Additional discussion and target figures for the region.
V. UPDATES










· TRANSIT
B. Mahoney indicated that the Transit Authority used MassDOT software to create their project lists for the approval of MassDOT.  Ms. Mahoney explained the different projects that were approved for placement on the TIP.  

C. Bench discussed Governor Patrick’s “Way Forward” transportation plan and also the House’s transportation bill that was passed recently as well. 

B. Mahoney indicated that all the bus shelters will be outfit with solar powered lighting in 2014, for +/- $20,000. 

· MJTC
B. Harris indicated that work is beginning on Route 12 over Route 2 to improve the safety of the intersection on and off-ramps.

A. Frost explained the changes that would be made to the on and off ramps as well as the change in height that is being made to the bridge on the overpass.  Traffic will still be able to pass through however there will be lane closures.  A copy of the newspaper article was distributed. 
· MRPC

V. Koivumaki indicated that the MRPC is working with NMCOG on a Renewable Energies Facility Siting Project.  He also indicated that MRPC had received it; audit report and that there were no findings and that the agency is still hoping to be able to work out a relocation plan soon.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS
Dick O’Brien of the Montachusett Regional Trails Coalition (MRTC) discussed the project at Wachusett Station in regards to a pedestrian walkway connecting the various trails that intersect in that area.  Mr. O’Brien indicated that it would be beneficial to be able to connect downtown Fitchburg through a trail network to the new station and would aid in bringing people to this area.

The group discussed this topic; Mr. O’Brien indicated that there would be a site visit and tour of the area being discussed for next Friday afternoon if anyone was interested in attending.







 

· NEXT MPO MEETING



The next MPO meeting will be held on Wednesday May 8, 2013 at 1:00pm.
VII. ADJOURNMENT








 

There being no further business, C. Bench adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.
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