MONTACHUSETT REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 26, 2014
1. 
INTRODUCTIONS 

V. Koivumaki called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

A list of those members present and absent can be found on the last page of this document.

2.
APPROVAL OF THE JULY 29, 2014 MEETING MINUTES 

J. Bilotta made a motion to approve the minutes of July 29, 2014 as presented.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
3.
TREASURER’S REPORT 

A. Pease read the August 2014 cash schedule.  Balance after last warrant $113,673.02; Total Receipts this month $107,184.00; Total cash on hand before this warrant $220,857.02; less: amount of this warrant $88,850.97; balance after this warrant $99,784.60.

G. Corbosiero moved to accept the August cash schedule as read subject to audit and to be placed on file.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.  

4.
ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS 

4.1 FY2015 BUDGET UPDATE AND POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS

G. Eaton presented the FY2015 Budget and possible amendments to the budget. 

Mr. Eaton indicated that the FY15 Budget has $1,326,349.02 has been secured in contracts (80.1% of needed revenue in FY15); however a gap of $329,181.55 (19.9%) remains and needs to be filled as soon as possible with new revenue.

A request for training two MRPC employees in procurement to enable the MRPC to deliver procurement of goods and services to communities follows.

Approximately five years ago MRPC’s Community Development Department successfully completed the joint purchase of several office supplies for at least five communities and one school district (the items purchased were paper, toner and ink cartridges). Significant cost savings were realized through this combined effort. MRPC has received requests periodically to provide group procurement services to its municipal clients.

Properly trained staff should deliver these services. The Executive Director recommends that the existing Community Development staff be sent to training provided by the Massachusetts Office of the Inspector General. Training sessions are provided in September of this year. $3,370 will be needed for program tuition costs to train two employees (Community Development Director and Programs Assistant). Once training has been completed, MRPC will provide this service to the communities.

Typically, towns issue bids for annually recurring goods and services in the winter and spring to collect the data needed for the spring town meeting season. The completion of training courses at the end of this summer will position this organization to provide this service in advance of the 2015 town meeting season.

J. Bilotta moved that the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission hereby authorizes the transfer of funds in the amount of $3,370 from the Office Relocation Expense line item (presently at $50,000) into the Conference/Meeting line item (presently at $0.00) to provide procurement funding for tuition costs for the Community Development Director and the Programs Assistant. In addition, to pay for ancillary meals expenses a transfer of $1,000 from the Food Expense line item (presently at $2,000) to the Meals line item (presently at $0.00) to allow for meals during procurement training. The Planning Commissioners expect that the investment into training staff in procurement will result in the delivery of procurement services delivered to communities in and near the Montachusett Region in FY15.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
Earlier today Jason Stanton, GIS and IT Director informed the Executive Director that the plotter (used for printing large format maps) is malfunctioning. A request for a possible repair to the plotter has been authorized. Any cost for repairs would be charged to the Equipment Repair/Maintenance line item in the FY15 Budget. A repair may cost in the hundreds of dollars or more. We are unsure at this time if a new plotter will be needed. The cost of a new plotter is approximately $5,100+/-.  It is essential that this piece of equipment be operational at all times. If the repairs to the existing machine are deemed to be too costly or do not fix the problem, then the Executive Director respectfully requests for authorization to purchase a new plotter for a sum not to exceed $5,100.

G. Corbosiero moved that the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission hereby authorizes the transfer of funds in the amount of $5,100 from the Office Relocation Expense line item (presently at $50,000) into the Equipment Purchase line item (presently at $0.00) to purchase a new plotter only if it is deemed by the GIS and IT Director and the Executive Director that the existing plotter cannot be repaired cost-effectively.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
4.2 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Seven regional planning agencies (RPAs) met with the Executive Director and Finance Director of the Massachusetts Retirement Board (MRB) concerning “estimated bills” issued to the RPAs for the costs of existing retirees. The MRB staff indicated that 55 agencies throughout the Commonwealth were in a predicament similar to that of the RPAs and that the MRB would be looking for some contribution going forward. MRB staff indicated that the RPAs could seek a legislative solution to calculate another figure that the RPAs could afford to pay. The RPAs agreed that pursuing special legislation would be an appropriate avenue to take. (RPAs present were the Montachusett Regional Planning Commission, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission, North Middlesex Council of Governments, Merrimack Valley Planning Commission, Old Colony Planning Council, and the Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District.)

Previously-submitted grants include the following:

· A Water Quality (“604B”) grant to the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) for $55,000 is pending.

· Another grant submitted to the US Department of Agriculture (USDA) has been submitted for $100,000.

· A Notice of Intent to apply for funding from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for a greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions study for the Montachusett Region was submitted on August 8th for $75,000.  If awarded funds, then $18,750 in matching funds from the MRPC (from municipal assessments revenue) would be needed.

· Grant proposals under development as of this date

· Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) - Submitted
· Joint proposal with the Central Massachusetts Regional Planning Commission (CMRPC) to the Massachusetts Department of Agriculture (MDAR) for $60,000 for the creation of a buy-local-from-farmers campaign and organizational set-up (comparable to the Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture [CISA] organization serving the four, westernmost counties in Massachusetts [Berkshire, Hamden, Hampshire and Franklin])

· Planning Assistance Toward Housing – Under Development
· The Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development issued a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the Planning Assistance Toward Housing (PATH) program. 

· From the DHCD’s website, “The goal of PATH is to increase the supply of multi-family housing across the Commonwealth for a range of incomes by encouraging community-based planning activities that will lead directly to housing production.  It will be administered by DHCD in consultation with MassHousing, Massachusetts Housing Partnership, MassDevelopment, and the Executive Office of Housing and Economic Development. The PATH program supports multi-family housing proximate to existing infrastructure, community services and public transportation, as well as projects containing ancillary commercial facilities that are secondary to the residential use of properties.  Priority for funding will be given to applications that: (1) support the creation of as-of-right multi-family zoning districts for DHCD approval and/or (2) encourage new multi-family housing production in new or existing mixed-use districts (e.g., within city or town centers or transit-oriented development areas).  Applications must be consistent with the Commonwealth Sustainable Development Principles and reflect DHCD’s Fair Housing Principles. The amount of PATH funds awarded will be commensurate with the proposed deliverable and the anticipated impact of proposed activities on housing production.  Grants will generally not exceed $25,000.  However, larger funding awards will be considered for projects of exceptional merit and complexity and for joint applications.  DHCD will consider “follow-up” grants for Grantees that show, after satisfactory completion of the initial grant, that additional funding is necessary to continue along the path toward housing production.” http://www.mass.gov/hed/community/planning/planning-assistance-toward-housing-path.html
· Glenn Eaton, Executive Director, Kevin Flynn, Community Development Director, John Hume, Planning and Development Director and Thomas Roufos, Grants Writer will prepare proposals on behalf of Athol and other communities to be contacted. The NOFA indicated that there is a rolling application deadline. However, MRPC wants to submit all proposals no later than September due to the limited amount of funds available to the communities statewide ($600,000).

· Mr. Eaton’s draft proposal will be discussed at the Athol Board of Planning and Community Development on September 3rd and at a meeting of the Board of Selectmen on September 16th.

· Community Innovation Challenge – Under Development
· The Massachusetts Executive Office of Administration and Finance (A&F) issued a Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for the Community Innovation Challenge (CIC) grant program.

· From A&F’s website, “The Patrick Administration developed the Community Innovation Challenge (CIC) grant program in 2012.  The program encourages and incentivizes regionalization based upon the belief that the most crucial and visible interactions between government and citizens occur locally.  In three years, the program invested $10.25 million in 74 unique projects that involve 242 municipalities across the Commonwealth.  This equates to 69% of the 351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth.  Over 3.9 million, or 59%, of the Commonwealth’s population live in municipalities involved in at least one CIC project.” … “Regionalization is an opportunity for neighboring communities to build partnerships to engage in shared services, inter-municipal agreements, municipal collaborations, consolidations, mutual aid, and regional planning to reduce the risk of duplicating efforts and unnecessary spending of limited taxpayer dollars.  With 351 cities and towns spanning the Commonwealth, there are countless ways to collaborate and work together to maintain important local services and deliver those services effectively and efficiently. … The CIC grant program is one more example of the kind of reforms the Patrick Administration has made in challenging fiscal times to make government more effective and efficient.  The CIC grant program provides incentives, such as technical assistance, training, and other tone-time or transition funding for municipal leaders to work together to pursue innovative ways to deliver critical services to taxpayers more efficiently.  Ideal projects for the grant program include those with the potential for greatest impact, high levels of innovation and substantial potential cost savings for municipalities.”
· Kevin Flynn has reached out to Lunenburg. Mr. Eaton, Mr. Hume and Mr. Roufos will reach out to other communities and develop and submit relevant proposals by the deadline of October 10, 2014.

· US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Brownfields Area-Wide Planning (BF AWP) Grant Program – Under Development
· John Hume, Planning and Development Director and Thomas Roufos, Grants Writer will prepare a grant on behalf of the region. Proposals are due on September 22nd.

· Brochures, educational and marketing materials created and distributed this month by the Executive Director and part time graphics artist (Taylor Duffy). They are for Planning Board and Zoning Assistance (PBZAP) program, GIS Crime analysis, GIS Cemetery planning, GIS/IT Smart app/mobile app development for public safety and infrastructure purposes, ESRI Business Analyst Online (BAO) marketing studies and economic data analyses, First Responders Mobil application, Infrastructure Maintenance and Capital Planning, Procurement Services, and agency-wide services. Final documents suitable for distribution to all cities and towns in the region will be completed in September.

· Procurement of Municipal Goods and Services, Town of Phillipston

· Continued to provide procurement assistance to the Town of Phillipston with the bidding of road reconstruction projects and the acquisition of highway materials, heating oil and diesel fuel (among other items). Bids for ten items were received on August 6th. The Executive Director prepared minutes of the bid opening and analyzed the bids. Eight of the lowest bids can probably be accepted while two of the items (for bituminous concrete put into place and road reclamation) will need to be re-bid. A meeting will be held on Thursday the 28th with local officials to review the bids and results.

· Donation of furniture and related office equipment from Rollstone Bank

· In June/July 2014 the Executive Director issued an appeal to local banks, Mount Wachusett Community College (MWCC) and Fitchburg State University (FSU) for used furniture to lower the costs of items needed to furnish the MRPC’s new office to be located at 840 North Main Street, Leominster. Rollstone Bank offered four desks, one credenza, eight conference room chairs, one small conference table (3’x8’), 10+/- file cabinets, and 34+/- panels for cubicles (eight at 4’ high and 26 at 5’ feet high). To purchase this equipment brand new would have cost the agency approximately $3,000 to $5,000. Management of Transportation Systems, Inc. (MTS) employees provided the labor and vehicles for the relocation of the furniture from downtown Fitchburg to 840 North Main Street, Leominster (for a fee to be paid out of the MART-MRPC transit planning services contract, as required by MART). A letter of appreciation has been sent to Martin Connors, President, Linda Racine, Executive Vice President, and Ray Gagne, Facilities Manager for the Bank’s very generous donation to the MRPC.

· Fitchburg State University also offered some furniture. MRPC will wait until the fall to determine our furniture needs as not much furniture is available from FSU at this time.

· Mount Wachusett Community College offered some classroom desks and chairs. MRPC will investigate the type of furniture available and make a decision on the benefit of the furniture, or not, to the MRPC by the fall.

· Economic Development, Templeton

· As a concerned citizen of the Town of Templeton, I submitted a letter to the local Board of Selectmen urging them to address economic development issues in the town (see July 30th letter on pp. 8-9). The Selectboard discussed the need for some type of economic development entity in town (as was reported in The Gardner News on August 13th on pp. 10-11). On August 11th, staff from the Board of Selectmen’s office asked me to meet with the BOS on the matter on August 25th. The results of the meeting held on the 25th were encouraging. The Board of Selectmen voted to appoint a three member economic development committee and seek citizens interested in serving on the committee via the community’s website and local news media.

· On August 19th, I submitted a written request to the State Ethics Commission for legal advice concerning serving on local committees in which the MRPC serves. The Ethics Commission’s opinion was issued on August 20th. If appointed to a local committee I must refrain, “from acting on behalf of the town of Templeton in matters in which MRPC has an interest.” 

· According to the MRPC Personnel Policies and Employee Procedures Handbook, Section B. POLICIES APPLICABLE TO ALL MRPC REPRESENTATIVES, PERSONAL CONDUCT, subparagraph 7. Participation in Local Government Affairs, “Employees may participate in local government matters, through their participation on boards and commissions, only upon the receipt of approval from the employee’s supervisor, if applicable, and the Executive Director. There shall be no conflict with discharging regular duties as an MRPC employee and local, volunteer efforts.”

· If a local committee promoting economic development in the Town of Templeton is formed and if I am asked to serve on such a committee, I may wish to participate by serving on the local entity as a member appointed by the Board of Selectmen. If both a committee is formed and I am asked to serve I respectfully request approval from the Planning Commissioners that I may serve the Town of Templeton with the stipulations that service to my community does not detract from my responsibilities to the MRPC and that I refrain from any and all, potential conflict of interest situations. I am not seeking approval of the Commissioners this evening as no committee has been appointed and I have not decided whether or not I would submit my name for consideration to serve on a local economic development committee.


5.
STATUS REPORTS 


5.1
 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT AND HOUSING

5.1.1
FY12 CDBG Program 

· Affordable Housing – 30 Powers Mill Road.  The local Building Inspector reversed his earlier decision and denied the building permit, citing local zoning issues.  We filed a special permit application with the Zoning Board of Appeals to address his concerns.

· Housing Rehabilitation Program. Completed three projects, activity closed.

· Infrastructure projects. Blossom and Park Streets, Royalston. All work is complete.  Brooks Village Road, Phillipston. All work is complete.

5.1.2
Distressed Property Identification and Revitalization (DPIR) Grant Program 

Working with the Attorney General’s Office (AGO), MRPC staff identify vacant bank Real estate owned (REO) residential properties, reaches out to the bank-owners, presses them to make any necessary repairs and get these properties re-occupied quickly, or face enforcement action from the AGO.  Using data from the Warren Group and the local registries of deeds, department staff and interns identified over one hundred sixty REO properties, and track their status and condition. Staff then contacts the owning banks to push for their prompt action to return the properties to productive use.  Staff continues to examine the Warren Group and registry records to identify new eligible properties.  Because of this effort, new owners purchased over forty-five properties, which are back in use as residences.

5.1.3
Hubbardston Community Development Needs Assessment

This is a joint project with the Comprehensive Planning department.  We submitted the final report to Hubbardston’s Town Administrator in print and CD formats. Project complete.

5.1.4
District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA)

The department will undertake two DLTA projects.  In Lunenburg, we will evaluate the opportunity for creating a regional animal control center for Lunenburg and neighboring communities.  In Shirley, we will prepare a Housing Production Plan for the town.

5.1.5
MEC, Inc - Receivership Projects

Repairs are underway at 107 Stevens Avenue, 112 Harvard Street and 207 Adams Drive Athol.  The Attorney General has filed with the Housing Court to designate MEC as receiver for an additional four Athol properties; the court hearing date is September 10.  We conducted a pre-assignment site visit for two more properties in Athol.

5.1.6
MEC, Inc Ashburnham Affordable Housing Proposal  

Enterprise Bank approved a construction loan for this project.  The property survey is complete, and site preparation is underway.  Foundation work will begin in the next few weeks.  Monty Tech anticipates starting construction work in the second week of September. 

5.2
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING
5.2.1
Federal Economic Development Administration (EDA)

A Montachusett Energy Advisory Committee meeting will be held sometime in early September to present the Final Draft of the Siting of Renewable Energy Facilities project. 
5.2.2
Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Project 

MRPC Staff continues to work on draft plans to be presented to all Montachusett Region communities. To date, twenty one (21) meetings have been scheduled with Boards of Selectmen/City Council to present draft plans that have been completed and 12 meetings have already been held. 

5.2.3
Federal Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Community Challenge Grant 

Wachusett Corridor Smart Growth Analysis project (Fitchburg, Leominster, and Westminster). The Final Plan has been completed and MRPC is working on plan implementation throughout the duration of this project (January 2015). A Wachusett Corridor Steering Committee meeting was held Thursday, August 21 at Can-Am Machinery, Fitchburg to discuss implementation. 

5.2.4
District Local Technical Assistance (DLTA) 

Projects that MRPC staff is working on include: 

· Fitchburg: Investigating/researching appropriate changes in zoning changes around Wachusett Station and the new Great Wolf Lodge resort.  

· Lancaster: Economic Development Plan. 

· Winchendon: Master Plan Housing Element.  

· Harvard: Business Inventory in the C District.  

· Shirley: Housing Production Plan.  

· Clinton: Utilization of the Economic Development Self- Assessment Tool (EDSAT), an instrument made available to communities by the Dukakis Center at Northeastern University. 

· Clinton: Downtown Housing Study. 

· Lunenburg: Review and Analysis of the Feasibility of Providing Regional Animal Control Services. 

· Lunenburg Housing Production Plan

· Lunenburg: Continuation of work on a Village District Bylaw. 

· Lancaster: Continuation of work on a Village District Bylaw. 

· Shirley: Continuation of work on an Overlay Bylaw for the Lancaster Road Priority Development Area. 

· Royalston: Wind Energy Conversion System. 

· Winchendon: Economic Development Plan. 

· Athol: Housing Plan.

5.3 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS)

       5.3.1
MRMapper & Mobile Apps

We have migrated all web-based GIS services to the Amazon Cloud in order to significantly improve speed, reliability and efficiency.  As part of the migration we have upgraded all of the applications and added additional functionality.

Additionally, we have recently added Mobile Apps designed for two main purposes- (1) informing the public and (2) improving efficiency in data collection and field work.  Public apps are created to allow the public to view data online in any browser and on any device. Data collection apps require the ArcGIS app and are custom designed by the MRPC to the users' field of work or area of interest.  

5.3.2
Central Mass Evacuation Plan – Phase 2

Phase 2 of the project will begin soon and aid jurisdictions in practical use of the ‘Tool Kit’ developed in Phase 1B.  This will be accomplished through the development and delivery of training workshops and exercises to assure that jurisdictions have the knowledge and capabilities to utilize this data during an actual event.  

5.3.3
MRPC Regional Trail Inventory Update

The MRPC has finalized the formal trail inventory along with all community maps.  We are currently assisting in the creation of a region-wide brochure with the finalized trail data for 2014.  This phase of the project will continue through September 2014.

5.3.4
MassGIS Parcel Enhancements

We are currently working on a variety of tasks related to parcel enhancements for the communities of Athol, Ayer, Fitchburg, and Leominster.  All tasks will be completed in FY15.

5.3.5
EDA Renewable Energy Siting

MRPC is working with NMCOG (Northern Middlesex Council of Government) on a report for Renewable Energy Facilities Siting in the MRPC and NMCOG regions.  The GIS department is currently assisting the planners with several mapping tasks including: Renewable Energy Facilities Siting Mapping and Current Renewable Energy Facilities in the MRPC region.  Maps have been created and sent to the planners for review.  This project is expected to be complete by September, 2014.

5.3.6
DLTA (District Local Technical Assistance)

MRPC is currently working on several DLTA projects with assistance from GIS staff on the following:

· Winchendon Development Potential 

· Lunenburg Housing Production Plan

· Shirley Housing Production Plan

· Lancaster Development Potential

· Lancaster Village District Zoning 

· Royalston Zoning Bylaw

· Clinton Downtown Housing


5.3.7
MART- Gardner and G-Link TDP (Transit Development Plan)

The GIS department is currently working with the Transit department on mapping and data products for the Gardner and G-Link TDP.  All maps have been created and the project will be completed by the end of August.

5.4 
TRANSIT
5.4.1
Wachusett Commuter Rail Station and Layover Facility

The construction work on the Wachusett Commuter Rail Station in Fitchburg and on the MBTA’s Commuter Rail Layover Facility at the Westminster Business Park is well underway. Substantial project completion is expected by early 2015, with full completion in spring of 2015. Staff continues to work with Pan Am Railways and the city of Fitchburg to transfer the 5th Mass Turnpike property to MART; also assisting MART and the Consultant in obtaining a temporary construction easement from the adjacent properties owners to construct the sidewalk on Authority Drive.

5.4.2
Parking Expansion at N. Leominster Station

Mr. Kahale continues to assist MART and provide technical assistance on this construction project of N. Leominster parking garage structure facility for Three-hundred Sixty (360) parking spaces; Staff continues to work with consultant, engineers and contractor to complete the punch list of this project. MART has received a temporary occupancy building permit, allowing commuter to park at the facility. 

5.4.3
Ayer Parking Facility

On July 14, 2014 MART initiated a Request for Proposal (RFP) process for property appraisal for the three properties (15 Park St., 13 Park St., and 7-11 Park St.) adjacent to the Rail Trail parking lot. At the present time MART has to procure an access between Main Street and the current Train Station in Ayer through private property. FTA officials indicated that MART has to resolve this access issues before the rest of the project can move forward. MART is discussing this matter with Ayer officials for a procurement of an access path, without any easement or any other condition. Mr. Kahale continues to assist MART, FTA, MBTA and the Town of Ayer to move forward the construction of the proposed project of Ayer Commuter Rail Surface Parking Lot for 200 parking spaces at the Ayer Rail Trail parking lot location at Park Street. 

5.4.4
Fitchburg Commuter Rail Line Improvements

The project is currently funded at $169 million with in State and Federal Funds for the Small Starts Project and replacement of the Route 62 Bridge in Concord. In addition, MBTA allocated another $42 million in ARRA Stimulus and EOHED Funding to accomplish the double tracking and the improvements to Littleton Station, as well as another $10 million for replacing CPF 43 interlocking in Lunenburg (CPF is Control Point for Freight that enable trains to move from one track to another) . Work on the project is continuing with the double tracking along the corridor getting underway this construction season and scheduled for completion in the fall of 2014. Major construction of Littleton Station was completed ahead of schedule; and the MBTA’s commuter parking of 200 parking spaces is full to capacity daily. 

5.5
TRANSPORTATION

5.5.1
Montachusett Regional Trail Guide and Map
The Montachusett Trail Guide is in its final draft stage.  The Montachusett Regional Trail Coalition (MRTC) is currently re-working the background of the guide and finalizing the trails and various points of interest.  Freedom’s Way Heritage Association is interested in sponsoring the printing cost of the trial maps.  A meeting was held on August 14th to discuss options with Freedom’s Way.  The MRTC will hold a few more meetings within the next month to hopefully finalize the design and get it ready for printing.  Copies of the maps will be distributed to each community as well as bike shops and the Johnny Appleseed Visitor Center.

5.5.2
MJTC By-Laws Revision 
The MJTC sought at their last meeting, clarification and/or revision to the section regarding Membership in the Planning Group and the designation of member versus alternate.  After discussion, it was recommended that the section be reviewed and that three wording options be prepared for the next meeting.   These options are spelled out in a separate handout for this meeting.  In addition, a clarification of the membership section related to Ex-officio members has resulted in two options for consideration by the MJTC.  In is anticipated that these revised by-laws will be voted on at the next MJTC meeting. 

5.5.3
2013-2014 UPWP Tasks
Various other Unified Planning Work Program Tasks for the current 2013-2014 program year are winding down.  

The traffic count program has only seven MassDOT count locations left to conduct as well as a handful of MRPC internal count stations.  Road construction and counter malfunctions have prevented us from finishing sooner.  

The Sterling Senior Center Impact Study is currently underway.  All of the necessary data has been collected; the analysis is underway and the report has begun development. 

The 2014 Pavement Management Program report will be a comparison of pavement conditions on local jurisdiction vs. state jurisdiction roadways. An analysis of TIP projects going back 10 years will be made to determine the percentages of reconstruction projects on each jurisdiction type. This analysis will be a major component of the updated RTP in 2015 as well as in developing Performance Measures in the Montachusett Region. 

The Storm Water Runoff project involves a complete inventory and assessment of roadway drainage systems in environmentally sensitive areas located along federal aid eligible roadways in the region. This year the MRPC is building a database of infrastructure which will be available to interested parties and that will be referenced in the Transportation Evaluation Criteria (TEC) scoring for the TIP. Staff is currently collecting GPS locations on these facilities. 

The Ayer Street Light project will attempt to assist the Town of Ayer in the evaluation and planning for the replacement of individual streetlights from traditional bulbs to more energy efficient LEDs. MRPC has contacted the town and developed a scope and is currently awaiting the town to form a local advisory group with interested stakeholders. MRPC has also been in contact with National Grid, the local utility provider, who is ready to provide relevant inventories upon the town’s formal request. 

5.5.4
Next MPO Meeting – September 10, 2014 at 1:00 PM 

Next MJTC Meeting – September 17, 2014 at 7:00 PM

6.
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, V. Koivumaki adjourned the meeting 8:00 p.m.
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