MONTACHUSETT METROPOLITAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION (MMPO)
MINUTES OF MAY 14, 2014
Clinton Bench called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

I. INTRODUCTION
Clinton Bench, MassDOT; Sarah Bradbury, MassDOT District 3; Arthur Frost, MassDOT District 3; Bonnie Mahoney, MART; Noreen Piazza, Lancaster, Subregion 4; Tim Kilhart, Hubbardston; Mohammed Khan, MART; Heather Hannon, MassDOT OTP; Paula Bertram, Lunenburg/Sub Region 3; Victor Koivumaki, MRPC; Stephen Raymond, Athol/Subregion 1; Jon Wyman, Westminster; Doug Briggs, Ashburnham; Pauline Hamel, Ayer; Frank Maxant, Ayer; David Maher, Ayer; Jeff Hoynoski, MassDOT District 2
STAFF PRESENT 


Brian Doherty, George Snow, George Kahale, Brad Harris, Sheri Bean, Stephanie Brow
II. APPROVAL OF APRIL 16, 2014 MINUTES






P. Bertram made a motion to approve the minutes of April 16, 2014, the motion was seconded and passed unanimously. 
III. FFY 2014-2017 MONTACHUSETT TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) AMENDMENT

B. Harris discussed the potential FFY2014 Highway Element TIP Amendments.

Mr. Harris indicated that as a result of discussions between MassDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), agreement was reached to utilize unspent Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds for the design of a project to address safety issues in Ashburnham at the Route 101/Williams Road/Corey Hill Road intersection. MassDOT Project Review Committee (PRC) approved the project on April 7, 2014. Construction of the project will be included within the Statewide HSIP funds within years FFY 2016 and 2017 as indicated in an email dated May 9, 2014 from Bonnie Polin, MassDOT Chief Safety Analyst. The project will be identified as a High Risk Rural Road (HRRR) program eligible project within the Statewide HSIP category. Therefore, this Amendment will add the design for project #607960 Ashburnham Route 101 at Williams Road/Cory Hill Road to Section 1A Federal Aid Target Projects under the HSIP funding category.
· MPO Release for Public Comment

P. Bertram made a motion to release the draft amendment for 30 day Public comment period.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
IV. FFY 2015-2018 MONTACHUSETT TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP)



B. Harris reviewed the Draft FFY2015-18 TIP.  Based on the discussion, it was the wish of the MPO to release the TIP option 5A for public comment as it was the only option that was fiscally constrained. 

· MPO Release for Public Comment

P. Bertram made a motion to release the TIP document for public comment.  The motion was seconded by V. Koivumaki.  The motion was passed, with A. Frost opposing.
P. Bertram indicated that she voted for this TIP Scenario because of the Summer Street project in Lunenburg and its importance to the community, and also because its design phase demonstrates that it will be ready for construction in 2017.  Ms. Bertram also indicated that the town has a lot of support behind this project currently and does not want to lose the momentum.
A. Frost voiced his support of the project at Chocksett Road in Sterling, under Option 5A for the TIP.  Mr. Frost supports this project because of its high safety impact it would have on that roadway.
B. Harris indicated that the TIP is a fluid document, and every year amendments are made and it is possible that both projects may be accommodated in a reasonable time frame.

V. 2014-2015 UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM (UPWP)

B. Harris discussed the draft 2014-15 Unified Planning Work Program.  Mr. Harris discussed that staff is given an allocation from MassDOT, with a Regional Transit Authority (RTA) match, in order to fund their work for the year.  These projects are listed in the UPWP.  Mr. Harris indicated that this program year staff will be working on the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) which fully addresses all the service needs of the region for the next twenty years.

· MPO Release for Public Comment

V. Koivumaki made a motion to release the UPWP for 30 day public comment.  The motion was seconded and passed unanimously.
VI. UPDATES












· MassDOT Highway Division
A. Frost indicated that the Burnshirt Road project in Hubbardston has been advertised.

J. Hoynoski indicated that Athol Royalston Road Project has been advertised, and the Winchendon Bike Path project will be advertised in July.  

· Transit
G. Kahale indicated the Wachusett Station Project is underway and construction is on schedule.   The station and layover facility will be complete in 2015.  

Mr. Kahale also indicated that the North Leominster Parking Facility will be opening next week,  Currently the gates are open to foot traffic and drop offs.  

Mr. Kahale indicated that there was a setback with the parking facility in Ayer with a private property owner; however the matter has since been resolved with the assistance of MBTA.

· MJTC
B. Harris indicated that the next MJTC meeting will be next week on May 21st at 7:00 p.m.
Staff sent out an informational letter to communities along the railway regarding the stoppage in service in order to find out what their riders are doing to accommodate this lack of service.

· MRPC
V. Koivumaki indicated that MRPC is working with other RPA’s in regards to a letter we have received regarding the funding of retiree’s pensions.
VII. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS










· Next MPO Meeting
The next MPO meeting will be held on Wednesday June 18th at 1:00 p.m. 
VIII. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business, C. Bench adjourned the meeting at 2:30 p.m.
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